
Gross / Harmon

The Internet Revolution in the Sciences and Humanities

The Internet Revolution in the Sciences and Humanities takes a new look at C.P. Snow's
distinction between the two cultures, a distinction that provides the driving force for a
book that contends that the Internet revolution has sown the seeds for transformative
changes in both the sciences and the humanities. It is because of this common situation
that the humanities can learn from the sciences, as well as the sciences from the
humanities, in matters central to both: generating, evaluating, and communicating
knowledge on the Internet. In a succession of chapters, the authors deal with the state of
the art in web-based journal articles and books, web sites, peer review, and post-
publication review. In the final chapter, they address the obstacles the academy and
scientific organizations face in taking full advantage of the Internet: outmoded tenure and
promotion procedures, the cost of open access, and restrictive patent and copyright law.
They also argue that overcoming these obstacles does not require revolutionary
institutional change. In their view, change must be incremental, making use of the powers
and prerogatives scientific and academic organizations already have.
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