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There is no book of political strategy more canonical than Niccolò Machiavelli's The
Prince, but few ethicists would advise policymakers to treat it as a bible. The lofty ideals
of the law, especially, seem distant from the values that the word "Machiavellian"
connotes, and judges are supposed to work above the realm of politics. In The Judge,
however, Ronald Collins and David Skover argue that Machiavelli can indeed speak to
judges, and model their book after The Prince. As it turns out, the number of people who
think that judges in the U.S. are apolitical has been shrinking for decades. Both liberals
and conservatives routinely criticize their ideological opponents on the bench for acting
politically. Some authorities even posit the impossibility of apolitical judges, and indeed, in
many states, judicial elections are partisan. Others advocate appointing judges who are
committed to being dispassionate referees adhering to the letter of the law. However,
most legal experts, regardless of their leanings, seem to agree that despite widespread
popular support for the ideal of the apolitical judge, this ideal is mere fantasy. This
debate about judges and politics has been a perennial in American history, but it
intensified in the 1980s, when the Reagan administration sought to place originalists in
the Supreme Court. It has not let up since. Ronald Collins and David Skover argue that
the debate has become both stale and circular, and instead tackle the issue in a boldly
imaginative way. In The Judge, they ask us to assume that judges are political, and that
they need advice on how to be effective political actors. Their twenty-six chapters track
the structure of The Prince, and each provides pointers to judges on how to cleverly and
subtly advance their political goals. In this Machiavellian vision, law is inseparable from
realpolitik. However, the authors' point isn't to advocate for this coldly realistic vision of
judging. There ultimate goal is identify both legal realists and originalists as what they
are: explicitly political (though on opposite ends of the ideological spectrum). Taking its
cues from Machiavelli, The Judge describes what judges actually do, not what they ought
to do.

Using Machiavelli's The Prince as its model, Ronald K.L. Collins and David M. Skover's
The Judge offers judges advice on how to be effective political actors.

42,70 €
42,70 € (zzgl. MwSt.)

Lieferfrist: bis zu 10 Tage

Artikelnummer: 9780190490140
Medium: Buch
ISBN: 978-0-19-049014-0
Verlag: OXFORD UNIV PR
Erscheinungstermin: 03.10.2017
Sprache(n): Englisch
Auflage: Erscheinungsjahr 2017
Produktform: Gebunden
Gewicht: 499 g
Seiten: 296
Format (B x H): 145 x 222 mm

Kundenservice Verlag Dr. Otto Schmidt KG
Neumannstraße 10, 40235 Düsseldorf | kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de | 0221-93738-997 (Inland)

12.09.2026 | 19:55 Uhr

mailto:kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de

