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Practical Approach to Effective Litigation (Revised)

This book analyses the key skills that a lawyer needs to handle a case effectively, a topic
that is not covered coherently in any other book. At a time of rapid and wide-ranging
change in the delivery of legal services, the current edition involves a complete reworking
of the last edition to take into account the implications of the implementation of the
Jackson Review, and to see effective litigation clearly in the context of concerns about
funding, case management by the court, costs, and the growing use of alternative
dispute resolution. The book has a strong focus on the needs of the legal practitioner,
the decisions to be taken at each stage of a case, and the criteria to apply in making
those decisions. This is all securely based in references to relevant Civil Procedure
Rules and decided cases, with checklists and commentary to assist in the project
management of a case. The book also focuses on the skills a lawyer needs to work
effectively. This includes skills in dealing with a client, drafting legal documents, and
presenting a case in court. Throughout the work the emphasis is on demonstrating how
to use law effectively, how to develop a case, and how to present persuasive arguments.
Lawyers operate in an increasingly complex environment, faced with challenges in
funding a case, in managing a case to avoid sanctions, and in using complex rules to
best effect. The author addresses the use of legal knowledge and skills within this rapidly
changing context, bearing in mind not least that the pace of change is likely to continue
with the developing use of IT, and the widening use of alternative business structures. In
putting together skills and law in a fully up-to-date context, A Practical Approach to
Effective Litigation brings together the sound knowledge of the law and the legal skills an
experienced litigator will use to get the best results for clients in a real-world context. It will
be of use to anyone in the early years of legal practice, experienced solicitors who have
had limited involvement with civil litigation, and those training to be a barrister or solicitor.

This assessment of the key skills needed to handle a case bridges the Civil Procedure
Rules and the reality of case management, explaining the rationale of civil litigation. An
overview of the litigation process advises on complying with procedure, using evidence,
and how to ensure you are taking account of the rules on funding and costs.
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