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Same Sex Relationships
From 'Odious Crime' to 'Gay Marriage'

Based on the 2005 Oxford Clarendon Lectures in Law, this book deals with the
remarkable change in society's attitude to homosexuality over the last half century. Until
1967 homosexual acts were punished by the criminal law and as recently as 1988
Parliament forbade teachers from suggesting that homosexuality was an acceptable
family relationship. In 2005 Parliament passed the Civil Partnership Act, which creates a
framework in which same-sex couples can have their relationship legally recognised in
much the same way as marriage. This book looks at the essentials of the civil
partnerships contruct, and asks whether it is really creating an institution of 'gay
marriage'? If not, the next question to ask is whether civil partnership can satisfy the
demands for equality increasingly being made by the gay community? In the United
States, the courts have taken an active and progressive stance, holding that to deny
marriage to same sex couples and leave them with mere partnership is to create a
'separate but equal' situation historically associated with the racial discrimination now
universally recognised as unconstitutional and morally unjustifiable. However, the political
climate has risen to a fever pitch with the current administration's push for constitutional
amendment to ban outright gay marriage. In the UK the courts have been less activist,
but the potential creation of a Supreme Court raises important questions about the
boundaries between the roles of judiciary, the legislature, and government; and whether
the judiciary should play a more constitutionally active role than has thus far been
traditional?

Based on the 2005 Oxford Clarendon Lectures in Law, this book deals with the
remarkable change in society's attitude to homosexuality over the last half century. Until
1967 homosexual acts were punished by the criminal law and as recently as 1988
Parliament forbade teachers from suggesting that homosexuality was an acceptable
family relationship. In 2005 Parliament passed the Civil Partnership Act, which creates a
framework in which same-sex couples can have their relationship legally recognised in
much the same way as marriage. This book looks at the essentials of the civil
partnerships contruct, and asks whether it is really creating an institution of 'gay
marriage'? If not, the next question to ask is whether civil partnership can satisfy the
demands for equality increasingly being made by the gay community? In the United
States, the courts have taken an active and progressive stance, holding that to deny
marriage to same sex couples and leave them with mere partnership is to create a
'separate but equal' situation historically associated with the racial discrimination now
universally recognised as unconstitutional and morally unjustifiable. However, the political
climate has risen to a fever pitch with the current administration's push for constitutional
amendment to ban outright gay marriage. In the UK the courts have been less activist,
but the potential creation of a Supreme Court raises important questions about the
boundaries between the roles of judiciary, the legislature, and government; and whether
the judiciary should play a more constitutionally active role than has thus far been
traditional?

93,00 €
93,00 € (zzgl. MwSt.)

Lieferfrist: bis zu 10 Tage

Artikelnummer: 9780199297733
Medium: Buch
ISBN: 978-0-19-929773-3
Verlag: OUP Oxford
Erscheinungstermin: 11.05.2006
Sprache(n): Englisch
Auflage: Erscheinungsjahr 2006
Produktform: Gebunden
Gewicht: 699 g
Seiten: 356
Format (B x H): 161 x 240 mm

Kundenservice Verlag Dr. Otto Schmidt KG
Neumannstraße 10, 40235 Düsseldorf | kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de | 0221-93738-997 (Inland)

12.09.2026 | 17:32 Uhr

mailto:kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de

