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Debating Brain Drain

May Governments Restrict Emigration?

Many of the best and brightest citizens of developing countries choose to emigrate to
wealthier societies, taking their skills and educations with them. What do these people
owe to their societies of origin? May developing societies legitimately demand that their
citizens use their skills to improve life for their fellow citizens? Are these societies ever
permitted to prevent their own citizens from emigrating? These questions are increasingly
important, as the gap between rich and poor societies widens, and as the global
migration of skilled professionals intensifies. This volume addresses the ethical rights and
responsibilities of such professionals, and of the societies in which they live. Gillian Brock
and Michael Blake agree that the phenomenon of the brain drain is troubling, but offer
distinct arguments about what might be permissibly done in response to this
phenomenon.
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