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John Stott and the Evangelical Movement

British Christian leader John Stott was one of the most influential figures of the
evangelical movement during the second half of the twentieth century. Called the pope of
evangelicalism by many, he helped to shape a global religious movement that grew
rapidly during his career. He preached to thousands on six continents. Millions bought his
books and listened to his sermons. In 2005, Time included him in its annual list of the 100
most influential people in the world. Alister Chapman chronicles Stott's rise to global
Christian stardom. The story begins in England with an exploration of Stott's conversion
and education, then his ministry to students, his work at All Souls Langham Place,
London, and his attempts to increase evangelical influence in the Church of England. By
the mid-1970s, Stott had an international presence, leading the evangelical Lausanne
movement that attracted evangelicals from almost every country in the world. Chapman
recounts how Stott challenged evangelicals' habitual conservatism and anti-
intellectualism, showing his role in a movement that was as dysfunctional as it was
dynamic. Godly Ambition is the first scholarly biography of Stott. Based on extensive
examination of his personal papers, it is a critical yet sympathetic account of a gifted and
determined man who did all he could to further God's kingdom and who became a
Christian luminary in the process.

British theologian John Stott was one of the most influential leaders of the evangelical
movement during the second half of the twentieth century. Called the pope of
evangelicalism by many, he helped to shape a global religious movement that grew
rapidly during his career. Godly Ambition is the first scholarly biography of Stott.
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