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Head hits cause brain damage - but not always. Should we ban sport to protect athletes?
Exposure to electromagnetic fields is strongly associated with cancer development - does
that mean exposure causes cancer? Should we encourage old fashioned communication
instead of mobile phones to reduce cancer rates? According to popular wisdom, the
Mediterranean diet keeps you healthy. Is this belief scientifically sound? Should public
health bodies encourage consumption of fresh fruit and vegetables? Severe financial
constraints on research and public policy, media pressure, and public anxiety make such
questions of immense current concern not just to philosophers but to scientists,
governments, public bodies, and the general public. In the last decade there has been an
explosion of theorizing about causality in philosophy, and also in the sciences. This
literature is both fascinating and important, but it is involved and highly technical. This
makes it inaccessible to many who would like to use it, philosophers and scientists alike.
This book is an introduction to philosophy of causality - one that is highly accessible: to
scientists unacquainted with philosophy, to philosophers unacquainted with science, and
to anyone else lost in the labyrinth of philosophical theories of causality. It presents key
philosophical accounts, concepts and methods, using examples from the sciences to
show how to apply philosophical debates to scientific problems.
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