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Bilingual Brain

Cases of language loss and recovery bring up an intriguing paradox. If two languages
are stored in the brain, how can it be that a person can lose one of them, but not the
other, and then gain one back without relearning it? The traditional models of how a
language is represented in the brain suggest that languages can become inaccessible,
even though they are not entirely lost. As the author demonstrates through fascinating
cases, stress--whether due to foreign language immersion, sleep deprivation, or brain
damage--can lead to the apparent loss of one language, but not the other. Arturo
Hernandez presents the results of 25 years of research into the factors that might help us
to understand how two (or more) languages are stored in one brain. It is clear that the
brain is not egalitarian--some languages are privileged and others are not, but why?
Hernandez will extend recent work that has begun to take a biological or natural systems
approach. He proposes that, in bilinguals, two languages live inside a brain almost like
two species live in an ecosystem. For the most part they peacefully co-exist and often
share resources. But they also compete for resources, particularly when under stress.
Although there are still many questions to answer and many puzzes to solve, Hernandez
argues that the nonlinear dynamical models, which have been used to uncover the
underlying mechanisms seen in natural systems and more recently in language and
cognition, can be used to shed considerable light on the neural bases of bilingualism.

Cases of language loss and recovery bring up an intriguing paradox. If two languages
are stored in the brain, how can it be that a person can lose one of them, but not the
other, and then gain one back without relearning it? The traditional models of how a
language is represented in the brain suggest that languages can become inaccessible,
even though they are not entirely lost. As the author demonstrates through fascinating
cases, stress--whether due to foreign language immersion, sleep deprivation, or brain
damage--can lead to the apparent loss of one language, but not the other. Arturo
Hernandez presents the results of 25 years of research into the factors that might help us
to understand how two (or more) languages are stored in one brain. It is clear that the
brain is not egalitarian--some languages are privileged and others are not, but why?
Hernandez will extend recent work that has begun to take a biological or natural systems
approach. He proposes that, in bilinguals, two languages live inside a brain almost like
two species live in an ecosystem. For the most part they peacefully co-exist and often
share resources. But they also compete for resources, particularly when under stress.
Although there are still many questions to answer and many puzzles to solve, Hernandez
argues that the nonlinear dynamical models, which have been used to uncover the
underlying mechanisms seen in natural systems and more recently in language and
cognition, can be used to shed considerable light on the neural bases of bilingualism.

ARTURD E. HERNANDEZ

THE
BILINGUAL

101,10 €
101,10 € (zzgl. MwSt.)

Lieferfrist: bis zu 10 Tage

Artikelnummer: 9780199828111
Medium: Buch

ISBN: 978-0-19-982811-1
Verlag: OXFORD UNIV PR
Erscheinungstermin: 27.09.2013
Sprache(n): Englisch

Auflage: Erscheinungsjahr 2013
Produktform: Gebunden
Gewicht: 479 g

Seiten: 206

Format (B x H): 161 x 240 mm

:e5% fachmedien.de

©9®®°® WISSEN. EINFACH. FINDEN.

Kundenservice Verlag Dr. Otto Schmidt KG

Neumannstraf3e 10, 40235 Duisseldorf | kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de | 0221-93738-997 (Inland)

15.09.2026 | 21:41 Uhr

OF



mailto:kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de

