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Side Effects

The Social Ecology of Adverse Drug Reactions

Side effects are common, but their origins and consequences remain unclear.
Medications that target a disease can produce reactions far removed from it. Few side
effects have been provably linked to a drug’s active ingredients. But side effects matter:
Many people are reluctant to take vaccines and other pharmaceuticals because of side
effects, even if these reactions are minor compared to the disease a medication prevents
or treats. Because side effects do not fit comfortably within the framework of modern
medicine, they continue to confound. This book uncovers the social origins of side effects
and their consequences for patients, physicians, and the health care system. Jason
Schnittker and Duy Do argue that side effects emerge from the interaction of cultural,
institutional, and psychological factors. Side effects reflect how manufacturers and
regulators evaluate the effectiveness and safety of a drug, as well as how physicians
consider the risks and benefits. They are also influenced by the beliefs, expectations,
and experiences that patients use to interpret their treatment and symptoms. Drawing on
pharmaceutical data, surveys, and public opinion polls, Schnittker and Do develop a
framework for understanding the social ecology of side effects. A keen sociological
analysis of how we grapple with medicine’s unintended consequences, this book shows
how side effects are shaped by their social context.

Side effects are common, but their origins and consequences remain unclear.
Medications that target a disease can produce reactions far removed from it. Few side
effects have been provably linked to a drug's active ingredients. But side effects matter:
Many people are reluctant to take vaccines and other pharmaceuticals because of side
effects, even if these reactions are minor compared to the disease a medication prevents
or treats. Because side effects do not fit comfortably within the framework of modern
medicine, they continue to confound. This book uncovers the social origins of side effects
and their consequences for patients, physicians, and the health care system. Jason
Schnittker and Duy Do argue that side effects emerge from the interaction of cultural,
institutional, and psychological factors. Side effects reflect how manufacturers and
regulators evaluate the effectiveness and safety of a drug, as well as how physicians
consider the risks and benefits. They are also influenced by the beliefs, expectations,
and experiences that patients use to interpret their treatment and symptoms. Drawing on
pharmaceutical data, surveys, and public opinion polls, Schnittker and Do develop a
framework for understanding the social ecology of side effects. A keen sociological
analysis of how we grapple with medicine's unintended consequences, this book shows
how side effects are shaped by their social context.

SIDE
EREECTS

il

The Social
Ecology
of Adverse
Drug
Reactions

JASON SCHNITTKER
and DUY DO

134,50 €

134,50 € (zzgl. MwSt.)

vorbestellbar, Erscheinungstermin ca.
Mai 2026

Artikelnummer: 9780231217798
Medium: Buch

ISBN: 978-0-231-21779-8

Verlag: Columbia University Press
Erscheinungstermin: 05.05.2026
Sprache(n): Englisch

Auflage: Erscheinungsjahr 2026
Produktform: Gebunden

Seiten: 352

Format (B x H): 140 x 216 mm

:e5% fachmedien.de

©9®®°® WISSEN. EINFACH. FINDEN.

Kundenservice Verlag Dr. Otto Schmidt KG

Neumannstraf3e 10, 40235 Duisseldorf | kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de | 0221-93738-997 (Inland)

14.09.2026 | 18:00 Uhr



mailto:kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de

