Bronner

An Alankara Reader

Classical Indian Poetics

Classical Indian poetics prized the skillful use of alankaras, or “ornaments”—literary
figures of speech. Across more than a millennium, Sanskrit writers developed and
elaborated an account of literary embellishment that is perhaps the world’s most complex
and long-standing theory of figuration. Yet it remains the least studied of India’s major
classical systems of thought. An Alankara Reader is a groundbreaking panoramic
overview of this tradition, presenting extensive and accessible translations of key works
that span its history, from the sixth century CE to the eighteenth. These texts vividly show
how Indian theorists analyzed simile, metaphor, allegory, and dozens of other figures that
are distinctive to their world. Yigal Bronner's commentary makes Sanskrit concepts of
ornamentation approachable while placing them in historical context. He provides a new
account of the history of Sanskrit poetics, showing how it underwent successive waves of
theoretical revolutions and emerged as a prestigious field that attracted a variety of
scholars in the early modern era. Featuring many previously untranslated texts, An
Alankara Reader is an essential resource for the study of classical Indian thought, the
intellectual history of South Asia, and comparative literature. It reveals the depth and
nuance of Sanskrit’'s “science of ornaments” for anyone interested in poetic theory,
figuration, and aesthetics across world traditions.

Classical Indian poetics prized the skillful use of ala?karas, or "ornaments"--literary
figures of speech. Across more than a millennium, Sanskrit writers developed and
elaborated an account of literary embellishment that is perhaps the world's most complex
and long-standing theory of figuration. Yet it remains the least studied of India's major
classical systems of thought. An Ala?kara Reader is a groundbreaking panoramic
overview of this tradition, presenting extensive and accessible translations of key works
that span its history, from the sixth century CE to the eighteenth. These texts vividly show
how Indian theorists analyzed simile, metaphor, allegory, and dozens of other figures that
are distinctive to their world. Yigal Bronner's commentary makes Sanskrit concepts of
ornamentation approachable while placing them in historical context. He provides a new
account of the history of Sanskrit poetics, showing how it underwent successive waves of
theoretical revolutions and emerged as a prestigious field that attracted a variety of
scholars in the early modern era. Featuring many previously untranslated texts, An Ala?
kara Reader is an essential resource for the study of classical Indian thought, the
intellectual history of South Asia, and comparative literature. It reveals the depth and
nuance of Sanskrit's "science of ornaments" for anyone interested in poetic theory,
figuration, and aesthetics across world traditions.

CLASSICAL
INDIAN POETICS

ALANKARA

TRANSLATED
AND ERITED BY

166,50 €
166,50 € (zzgl. MwSt.)

vorbestellbar, Erscheinungstermin ca.
September 2026

ArtikeInummer: 9780231219983
Medium: Buch

ISBN: 978-0-231-21998-3
Verlag: Columbia University Press
Erscheinungstermin: 08.09.2026
Sprache(n): Englisch

Auflage: Erscheinungsjahr 2026
Serie: Historical Sourcebooks in
Classical Indian Thought
Produktform: Gebunden

Seiten: 480

Format (B x H): 178 x 254 mm

:e5% fachmedien.de

©9®®°® WISSEN. EINFACH. FINDEN.

Kundenservice Verlag Dr. Otto Schmidt KG

Neumannstraf3e 10, 40235 Duisseldorf | kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de | 0221-93738-997 (Inland)

13.09.2026 | 09:17 Uhr



mailto:kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de

