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Listening

When everyone can make themselves heard, who cares to listen? How can we learn to
pay attention without simply waiting for our turn to speak? What does it truly mean to be a
good listener? Miriam Rasch offers a philosophical and personal exploration of the ethics
of listening, understanding it not as a passive act but as a relationship between the self
and the world. This relationship is always mediated—by technologies such as algorithms
and social media, by techniques like dialogue and attention, and by our bodies and
surroundings. Rasch investigates listening in different settings across four chapters. The
first explores the effects of technology, the second examines dialogue and its pitfalls, the
third considers questions of testimony and bearing witness to trauma and violence, and
the fourth shifts focus to nonverbal sounds such as music and nature as a way to
discover meaning. Listening brings together philosophy of technology, ethics, and
aesthetics with examples from film, literature, and art as well as reflections on listening as
an everyday practice. This book recasts listening as an act of generosity—an active and
open-ended process that unites giving and receiving.
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