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Mischief, Morality and Mobs

Essays in Honour of Geoffrey Pearson

Geoffrey Pearson, who died in 2013, was one of the outstanding social scientists of the
post second world war era. His work spanned social work, social theory, social history,
criminology and sociology. In particular, his work has had a huge impact upon studies of
youth, youth culture and drugs. This collection is made up of contributions from scholars
producing empirical work on some of the key areas upon which Geoff Pearson
established his reputation. All of the writers in this collection have been profoundly
influenced by his scholarship. This collection focuses on urban ethnography, race and
ethnicity, youth, and drugs. It includes chapters on: women working in male boxing gyms;
understanding the English Defence League; Black male adults as an ignored societal
group; drug markets and ethnography; and sex, drugs and kids in care. The result is a
cutting edge collection that takes readers into social worlds that are difficult to access,
complex, yet utterly normal. Overall this is an exciting and fittingly challenging tribute to
one of the UKs most important scholars. This volume will appeal to scholars and students
of criminology, sociology, social history and research methodology — in particular
ethnography.
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