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Reinforcement Sensitivity Theory

A Metatheory for Biosocial Criminology

Some of the brightest minds in criminology who were nurtured on the strictly
environmentalist paradigm of the 20th century have declared that biosocial criminology is
the paradigm for the 21st century. This book attempts to unite this ever-growing field with
the premier neurobiological theory of personality, otherwise known as reinforcement
sensitivity theory (RST). Anthony Walsh places the highly variable number of biosocial
approaches under a single theoretical umbrella, whilst providing a unique integrative
framework. As the leading neurobiological theory of personality and behavior in
psychology today, RST focuses around the age-old question of how naturally selfish
social animals can achieve their wants and needs without alienating others in their social
groups. RST posits that evolution has built into humans three interacting systems: the
behavioral approach system; the behavioral inhibition system; and the fight/flight/freeze
system. RST identifies the neurobiological and genetic functions underlying each system
and has found a cascade of supporting evidence. Throwing new light on many areas of
concern to criminologists, such as psychopathy, violence, ADHD, and schizophrenia, this
book will be of interest to scholars and upper-level students in the field. Additional
features such as Focus Boxes and diagrams delve into measurement techniques and
brain areas.
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