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Non-Binary Gender Identities
The Language of Becoming

Non-Binary Gender Identities examines how non-binary people discover, adopt, and
negotiate language in a variety of social settings, both offline and online. It considers how
language, in the form of gender-neutral pronouns, names, and labels, is a central aspect
of identity for many and has been the subject of much debate in recent years. Cordoba
captures the psychological, social, and linguistic experiences of non-binary people by
illustrating the multiple, complex, and evolving ways in which non-binary people use
language to express their gender identities, bodies, authenticity, and navigate social
interactions – especially those where their identities are not affirmed. These findings
shed light on the gender and linguistic becomings of non-binary people, a pioneering
theoretical framework developed in the book, which reflects the dynamic realities of
language, subjectivities, and the materiality of the body. Informed by these findings, the
text offers recommendations for policy makers and practitioners, designed to facilitate
gender-related communication and decrease language-related distress on non-binary
people, as well as the general population. This important book advances our
understanding of non-binary gender identities by employing innovative methodologies –
including corpus-based research and network visualisation – furthering and developing
theory, and yielding original insights. It is essential reading for students and academics in
social psychology and gender studies, as well as anyone interested in furthering their
understanding of non-binary gender identities.
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