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Statistical disclosure control is the discipline that deals with producing statistical data that
are safe enough to be released to external researchers. This book concentrates on the
methodology of the area. It deals with both microdata (individual data) and tabular
(aggregated) data. The book attempts to develop the theory from what can be called the
paradigm of statistical confidentiality: to modify unsafe data in such a way that safe
(enough) data emerge, with minimum information loss. This book discusses what safe
data, are, how information loss can be measured, and how to modify the data in a (near)
optimal way. Once it has been decided how to measure safety and information loss, the
production of safe data from unsafe data is often a matter of solving an optimization
problem. Several such problems are discussed in the book, and most of them turn out to
be hard problems that can be solved only approximately. The authors present new
results that have not been published before. The book is not a description of an area
that is closed, but, on the contrary, one that still has many spots awaiting to be more fully
explored. Some of these are indicated in the book. The book will be useful for official,
social and medical statisticians and others who are involved in releasing personal or
business data for statistical use. Operations researchers may be interested in the
optimization problems involved, particularly for the challenges they present. Leon
Willenborg has worked at the Department of Statistical Methods at Statistics Netherlands
since 1983, first as a researcher and since 1989 as a senior researcher. Since 1989 his
main field of research and consultancy has been statistical disclosure control. From
1996-1998 he was the project coordinator of the EU co-funded SDC project.
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