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Language in the News

Discourse and Ideology in the Press

Newspaper coverage of world events is presented as the unbiased recording of “hard
facts’. In an incisive study of both the quality and the popular press, Roger Fowler
challenges this perception, arguing that news is a practice, a product of the social and
political world on which it reports. Writing from the perspective of critical linguistics,
Fowler examines the crucial role of language in mediating reality. Starting with a general
account of news values and the processes of selection and transformation which go to
make up the news, Fowler goes on to consider newspaper representations of gender,
power, authority and law and order. He discusses stereotyping, terms of abuse and
endearment, the editorial voice and the formation of consensus. Fowler's analysis takes
in some of the major news stories of the Thatcher decade - the American bombing of
Libya in 1986, the salmonella-in-eggs affair, the problems of the National Health Service
and the controversy of youth and contraception.

Newspaper coverage of world events is presented as the unbiased recording of “hard
facts’. In a study of the British press, Roger Fowler challenges this perception, arguing
that news is a practice, constructed by the social and political world.
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