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International Development

This book contests current approaches to law and development insofar as these depend
upon two premises: first, that development is the means by which global human well-
being is to be achieved; and, second that law – both domestic and international – may be
used to affect that development. Asking not how law may effect development but rather
how development discourse sustains (international) law itself, this book argues that what
is at stake in the idea of ‘development’ is the legitimization of an increasingly forceful
homogenization of the political, economic and social spheres. Developmentalism, it is
further argued, provides normative ‘objectivity’ to the foundational assumptions of
international law (including human rights, trade and international financial law). And, as
law thus becomes both a normative and an instrumental discourse, what it overlooks is
the violence of developmentalism’s transformational project.
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