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Abolishing Nuclear Weapons

Nuclear disarmament is firmly back on the international agenda. But almost all current
thinking on the subject is focused on the process of reducing the number of weapons
from thousands to hundreds. This rigorous analysis examines the challenges that exist to
abolishing nuclear weapons completely, and suggests what can be done now to start
overcoming them. The paper argues that the difficulties of 'getting to zero' must not
preclude many steps being taken in that direction. It thus begins by examining steps that
nuclear-armed states could take in cooperation with others to move towards a world in
which the task of prohibiting nuclear weapons could be realistically envisaged. The
remainder of the paper focuses on the more distant prospect of prohibiting nuclear
weapons, beginning with the challenge of verifying the transition from low numbers to
zero. It moves on to examine how the civilian nuclear industry could be managed in a
nuclear-weapons-free world so as to prevent rearmament. The paper then considers
what political-security conditions would be required to make a nuclear-weapons ban
enforceable and explores how enforcement might work in practice. Finally, it addresses
the latent capability to produce nuclear weapons that would inevitably exist after abolition,
and asks whether this is a barrier to disarmament, or whether it can be managed to meet
the security needs of a world newly free of the bomb.

The issue of nuclear disarmament is firmly back on the international agenda. But almost
all current thinking on the subject is focused on the process of reducing the number of
nuclear weapons from thousands to hundreds. In Taking Disarmament Seriously, James
Acton and George Perkovich examine the challenges that exist to abolishing nuclear
weapons completely, and suggest what can be done now to start overcoming them. This
wide-ranging survey begins by looking at the challenge of verifying the transition to zero.
It then moves on to examining how the civilian nuclear industry could be managed in a
nuclear-weapon free world in such a way as to avoid rearmament. The paper then
discusses the challenges of creating a robust international security architecture that is
capable both of enforcing a prohibition against nuclear weapons and of giving states
confidence that they can protect their vital interests without the bomb. It examines these
issues from Indian, Israeli and Pakistani points of view, as well as from the perspective of
the five recognised nuclear-weapons states. Finally, the paper examines the latent
capability to produce nuclear weapons that would inevitably exist after abolition, and asks
whether this is a barrier to disarmament, or whether it can be managed to meet the
security needs of a world newly free of the bomb.

49,10 €
49,10 € (zzgl. MwSt.)

Lieferfrist: bis zu 10 Tage

Artikelnummer: 9780415465830
Medium: Buch
ISBN: 978-0-415-46583-0
Verlag: Routledge
Erscheinungstermin: 31.07.2008
Sprache(n): Englisch
Auflage: 1. Auflage 2008
Serie: Adelphi series
Produktform: Kartoniert
Gewicht: 213 g
Seiten: 130
Format (B x H): 156 x 234 mm

Kundenservice Verlag Dr. Otto Schmidt KG
Neumannstraße 10, 40235 Düsseldorf | kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de | 0221-93738-997 (Inland)

15.09.2026 | 19:54 Uhr

mailto:kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de

