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Internet Governance

The New Frontier of Global Institutions

The expansion of the Internet has been called the most revolutionary development in the
history of human communications. It is ubiquitous and is changing politics, economics and
social relations. Its borderless nature affects the roles of individuals, the magic of the
marketplace and the problems of government regulation. As its development has
increased apace, contradictions have arisen between existing regulatory regimes, private
interests, government concerns, international norms and national interests. Unlike most
areas where there are global institutions, and the role of governments is predominant,
the Internet is a field where the private sector and civil society each have a role as
important — or sometimes more important — than governments. Based on international
regime theory, this book analyses how the multi-stakeholder institutions have grown
along with the Internet itself. Starting with an examination of how communications were
regulated under the Westphalian system, John Mathiason shows how governance of the
Internet started as a technical issue but became increasingly political as the management
of critical resources began to conflict with other international regimes.

John Mathiason tells the story of the internet governance, where the linkage between
technology, information, individuals, old regulatory regimes and new approaches have
led to a great experiment, what a volume produced by the United Nations Information and
Communications Technology Task Force called "A Grand Collaboration".
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