Juynboll

Muslim Tradition

Studies in Chronology, Provenance and Authorship of Early Hadith

In Muslim Tradition G. H. A. Juynboll undertakes a broad-ranging review of the closely
linked questions of date, authorship and origin of hadiths, i.e. the traditions of the
prophet. Hadiths, which record the sayings and deeds of the prophet Muhammad, are
central to Islamic teaching and beliefs and command a respect in the Islamic world
second only to the Qur'an. The question of when, how and where particular hadiths came
into existence is basic to the understanding of the formative period of Islam. This
statement of a sceptical position, which can be visualized as located between, on the one
hand, the orthodox Muslim view and, on the other, that of Western scholars, uses all the
rich material available and explores the possibilities it opens up. The book faces major
issues and reaches conclusions which may provide a basis for future debate in which, it
is hoped, both Muslim and Western scholars will participate.
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