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First published in 1977, this is a volume about the scientific study of thinking: its
possibility, its part state and its future prospects. The editors have brought together a set
of readings which draw on work in cognitive psychology, artificial intelligence,
psycholinguistics and philosophy. It is not, however, a mechanical or merely routine
collection. At the time of publication there had been rapid and important advances in
several different disciplines concerned with human thinking; many of these advances
seem to be fundamental and convergent, to point towards a genuine cognitive science.
The editors have tried to capture this sense of readiness, excitement and impetus in their
selection of readings and their presentation of them. There are substantial introductions
to each of the seven parts of the book as a whole to connect and explain the material,
with the student and general reader particularly in mind.
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