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Understanding Ethnic Violence

Fear, Hatred, and Resentment in Twentieth-Century Eastern Europe

This 2002 book seeks to identify the motivations of individual perpetrators of ethnic
violence. The work develops four models, labeled Fear, Hatred, Resentment, and Rage,
gleaned from existing social science literatures. The empirical chapters apply these four
models to important events of ethnic conflict in Eastern Europe, from the 1905 Russian
Revolution to the collapse of Yugoslavia in the 1990s. Each historical chapter generates
questions about the timing and target of ethnic violence. The four models are then
applied to the case, to learn which does the best job in explaining the observed patterns
of ethnic conflict. The findings challenge conventional wisdom, in that the Resentment
narrative, centered on a sense of unjust group status, provides the best fit for a variety of
cases. While Fear, Hatred, and Rage do motivate hostile actions, Resentment
pervasively appears to inflame ethnic animosity and drive outcomes in the timing and
pattern of action.
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