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Creation and Covenant
The Significance of Sexual Difference in the Moral Theology of Marriage

This book articulates often latent and under-examined, but nonetheless significant,
beliefs about sexual difference in the theology about marriage which has been dominant
in the Christian west.

Does sexual difference matter for marriage? Are there good theological reasons why the
two main characters in a marriage should be a male and a female, or is marriage a more
flexible covenant, which any two people can keep? analyzes latent but under-examined
beliefs about sexual difference in the theology about marriage which has been dominant
for centuries in the Christian west. The book opens by studying patristic theologies of
marriage, which rested on mostly implicit and often incompatible beliefs about sexual
difference. However, Roberts argues that Augustine developed a coherent theology of
sexual difference, according it a shifting significance from creation to eschaton. Roberts
traces how Augustine's theology influenced and was developed by subsequent
theologians, such as Bernard of Clairvaux, Luther, Barth, and John Paul II. Finally,
Roberts engages today's debates about gay marriage. Before becoming an academic,
Dr. Roberts was a journalist. On behalf of PBS television, he covered both the Lambeth
Conference in England and the World Council of Churches in Zimbabwe. During those
years, he was disappointed by both the liberal and conservative arguments on
homosexuality. Left-wingers seemed more interested in privacy, autonomy, and
experience than in theology, and right-wingers seemed to have lots of prohibitions but
little good news. In the final chapters, this book tries to do better, inviting liberals to
improve the standard of their arguments, and explaining what is beautiful and persuasive
about the traditional case.
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