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Childly Language

Children, language and the social world

Childly Language explores how attitudes and cultural assumptions about children and
childhood are revealed in contemporary English. It addresses such questions as: How is
concern for children's safety and welfare reflected in the vocabulary and grammar of
contemporary English? and When we say that an adult is being 'childish’, what are we
saying about the characteristics of children?

Childly Language explores how cultural assumptions about children and childhood are
expressed in contemporary English - drawing on a wide range of sources, including
newspapers, children's fiction, radio discussions, public notices and the British National
Corpus. Alison Sealey also investigates the extent to which children can be thought of as
a linguistically distinct group by reviewing the major traditions in research on children and
language, and exploring how the social status of being a child is represented in children's
talk. By using a combination of data about children and data produced by children,
Childly Language demonstrates the connections between the distribution of power in the
social world, children's own use of language, and the language we use about children.
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