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After the Holocaust

Rebuilding Jewish Lives in Postwar Germany

This landmark book is the first comprehensive account of the lives of the Jews who
remained in Germany immediately following the war. Gathering never-before-published
eyewitness accounts from Holocaust survivors, Michael Brenner presents a remarkable
history of this period. While much has been written on the Holocaust itself, until now little
has been known about the fate of those survivors who remained in Germany. Jews
emerging from concentration camps would learn that most of their families had been
murdered and their communities destroyed. Furthermore, all Jews in the country would
face the stigma of living, as a 1948 resolution of the World Jewish Congress termed it, on
"bloodsoaked German soil." Brenner brings to life the psychological, spiritual, and
material obstacles they surmounted as they rebuilt their lives in Germany. At the heart of
his narrative is a series of fifteen interviews Brenner conducted with some of the most
important witnesses who played an active role in the reconstruction--including presidents
of Jewish communities, rabbis, and journalists.Based on the Yiddish and German press
and unpublished archival material, the first part of this book provides a historical
introduction to this fascinating topic. Here the author analyzes such diverse aspects as
liberation from concentration camps, cultural and religious life among the Jewish
Displaced Persons, antisemitism and philosemitism in post-war Germany, and the
complex relationship between East European and German Jews. A second part consists
of the fifteen interviews, conducted by Brenner, with witnesses representing the diverse
background of the postwar Jewish community. While most of them were camp survivors,
others returned from exile or came to Germany as soldiers of the Jewish Brigade or with
international Jewish aid organizations. A third part, which covers the development of the
Jewish community in Germany from the 1950s until today, concludes the book.
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