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Ancient Wine

The Search for the Origins of Viniculture

The history of civilization is, in many ways, the history of wine. This book is the first
comprehensive and up-to-date account of the earliest stages of vinicultural history and
prehistory, which extends back into the Neolithic period and beyond. Elegantly written
and richly illustrated, Ancient Wine opens up whole new chapters in the fascinating story
of wine and the vine by drawing upon recent archaeological discoveries, molecular and
DNA sleuthing, and the texts and art of long-forgotten peoples. Patrick McGovern takes
us on a personal odyssey back to the beginnings of this consequential beverage when
early hominids probably enjoyed a wild grape wine. We follow the course of human
ingenuity in domesticating the Eurasian vine and learning how to make and preserve
wine some 7,000 years ago. Early winemakers must have marveled at the seemingly
miraculous process of fermentation. From success to success, viniculture stretched out
its tentacles and entwined itself with one culture after another (whether Egyptian, Iranian,
Israelite, or Greek) and laid the foundation for civilization itself. As medicine, social
lubricant, mind-altering substance, and highly valued commodity, wine became the focus
of religious cults, pharmacopoeias, cuisines, economies, and society. As an evocative
symbol of blood, it was used in temple ceremonies and occupies the heart of the
Eucharist. Kings celebrated their victories with wine and made certain that they had
plenty for the afterlife. (Among the colorful examples in the book is McGovern's famous
chemical reconstruction of the funerary feast--and mixed beverage--of "King Midas.")
Some peoples truly became "wine cultures." When we sip a glass of wine today, we
recapitulate this dynamic history in which a single grape species was harnessed to yield
an almost infinite range of tastes and bouquets. Ancient Wine is a book that wine lovers
and archaeological sleuths alike will raise their glasses to.

"I raise my glass to Patrick McGovern, who mixes authoritative knowledge of ancient
viniculture with inspired writing into a heady drink for the mind. This is a beautifully written
book, full of insight into the origins, culture, and economy of wine."--Roald Hoffmann,
Cornell University, 1981 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry"Patrick McGovern serves us a
magnificent feast of science and history that melds sophisticated chemistry with good,
old-fashioned historical sleuthing. His innovative research has revolutionized our
knowledge of the origins of one of humanity's greatest pleasures. This is an
archaeological and gustatory delight for specialist and general reader alike."--Brian
Fagan, University of California, Santa Barbara, author of The Little Ice Age"Ancient Wine
tells a dramatic, factual story of wine's beginnings at the dawn of civilization 8,000 years
ago, bringing to life what | have long believed-wine has been an essential part of the
gracious way of life for many cultures. Patrick McGovern takes us on a fascinating
journey back to the first experiments in making this marvelous beverage. He shows the
central role of wine in human history, with insights drawn from archeology, chemistry,
gastronomy, and the arts. Ancient Wine will please everyone who enjoys wine. | heartily
recommend it."--Robert Mondavi, winemaker"What a great book! Patrick McGovern takes
us along for the ride as he searches for the origins of modern wine. This is a very
personal, engagingly written story, and we're privileged to watch over McGovern's
shoulder as he unravels the mysteries of ancient vines and wines."--Rod Phillips, author
of A Short History of Wine"Told with enthusiasm and verve, Ancient Wine is an
illuminating discussion of an important area of research. It represents a substantial
contribution to our understanding of the nature of consumption in early urban societies,
and draws together investigations of some of the outstanding pieces of evidence that are
of prime relevance to the story."--Andrew Sherratt, author of Economy and Society in
Prehistoric Europe
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