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In recent years, highway maintenance has become a high profile topic, owning to the
greater travel potential of the general public and to the impact of roadworks on
commerce following the swing away from rail transport. Highway maintenance was once a
low-key activity, but it is now being treated as an important consideration in the overall
cost of providing the nation’s infrastructure. Roads have assumed an increasingly
important role in this process, particularly during the past 30 years as a result of the
motorway building programme.
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