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Environmental Change, Adaptation, and Security

The chapters in this volume are edited versions of papers presented at the NATO Ad
vanced Research Workshop on Environmental Change Adaptation and Security held in
Budapest, Hungary, from October 16 - 18, 1997. As is evident in this volume, the papers
ranged from descriptions of environmental and health issues in Russia and Eastern
Europe to models of sustainable land use. This diversity of perspectives on environ ment
and security is indicative of both the breadth of this new area of research as well as the
varied background of the researchers involved. The discussions at the NATO workshop
were remarkably animated and exciting, not surprising given the interest in the topic. I
think this vitality is reflected in the papers in this volume as well. The main purpose of the
NATO ARW is to foster research links among researchers from NATO countries and
Central and Eastern European States, Russia, and the Newly Independent States. In
editing this volume, a decision was made to keep to the spirit of this purpose and-if at all
possible-include all papers prepared for the workshop. This required extensive editing
and rewriting of some of the papers (and consequent delays in production). A
determination was made early in the process by the workshop steering committee that
the value of publishing the entire collection of articles out weighed the advantages of
accepting only a limited number.
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