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This book represents a milestone in the progression of Data Envelop ment Analysis
(DEA). It is the first reference text which includes a comprehensive review and
comparative discussion of the basic DEA models. The development is anchored in a
unified mathematical and graphical treatment and includes the most important modeling
ex tensions. In addition, this is the first book that addresses the actual process of
conducting DEA analyses including combining DEA and 1 parametric techniques. The
book has three other distinctive features. It traces the applications driven evolution and
diffusion of DEA models and extensions across disciplinary boundaries. It includes a
comprehensive bibliography to serve as a source of references as well as a platform for
further develop ments. And, finally, the power of DEA analysis is demonstrated through
fifteen novel applications which should serve as an inspiration for future applications and
extensions of the methodology. The origin of this book was a Conference on New Uses of
DEA in 2 Management and Public Policy which was held at the IC Institute of the
University of Texas at Austin on September 27-29, 1989. The conference was made
possible through NSF Grant #SES-8722504 (A. Charnes and 2 W. W. Cooper, co-PIs)
and the support of the IC Institute.
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