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Sexuality

Sexuality is the fifth revised and updated edition of the classic text for understanding
human sexuality. This new edition brings the arguments and evidence fully up to date
and explores their implication for many topical controversies, around LGBTQ+ rights, the
trans experience and gender fluidity, same-sex marriage, sexual autonomy and consent,
and the meanings of sexual choice. Since it was first published in the 1980s, Sexuality
has been at the cutting edge of the study of the social and historical meanings of
sexuality. Blending deep empirical knowledge with theoretical sophistication and an acute
sensitivity to the politics of sexuality, the book offers an informed framework for
understanding the complexities of sexual life. A key insight of the book is that the ways we
think and speak about sexuality make a major contribution to the ways we live it. Sexuality
may be rooted in biological possibilities, but it is shaped and experienced through
languages and meanings which are inevitably historical and social in nature. The book
explores with clarity and precision the invention and re-invention of sexual meanings, the
question of what constitutes a true sex and the biological and social roots of sexual
difference, the challenges of diversity, the re-making of sexuality as a highly divisive
political subject and the implications of the transformation of intimate life in the past few
generations. These are seen in the context of profound changes that are re-fashioning
the world, especially globalisation, cyber-sex, and the rise of new forms of agency,
including among women and LGBTQ+ people, which have fed into new claims for sexual
human rights. This new edition of Sexuality will be an indispensable guide for students in
the social sciences with an interest in the ever-changing worlds of sexuality.
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