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Dennis Kelly

Dennis Kelly explores Kelly’s unusual career path and sheds light on his eclectic
approach to the arts, characterised by a refusal to write texts that people can fit within
neat categories. This is the first monograph on Kelly’s work for stage and screen and
brings to light his essential contribution to contemporary British drama and his huge
range of work including his rise to international fame with Matilda the Musical. Drawing on
Kelly’s published and unpublished texts, his work in production, reviews, original
interviews with directors, actors and with Kelly himself as well as critical theory, Dennis
Kelly examines and reappraises key motifs in his work such as his preoccupation with
violence, the complex relationship between the individual and the community or his
emphasis on storytelling. It also offers new insights into overlooked aspects of Kelly’s
work by setting out to explore his traumatic narratives and his post-romanticism. In
keeping with Kelly’s wish never to repeat himself, this study offers multiple critical entries
into his plays, television series and films, drawing on moral and political philosophy,
trauma studies, studies in humour, feminist theory and film studies. Part of the Routledge
Modern and Contemporary Dramatist series, Dennis Kelly is addressed to students and
scholars in Drama, Theatre and Performance as well as theatre practitioners and offers
in-depth analysis of one of the most unique and challenging voices in contemporary
British playwriting and screenwriting.
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