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Supporting Children with Complex Needs
An Evidence-Informed and Holistic Approach to Create Connectivity in the Classroom

With communication and connectivity at its heart, this book equips educators with the
skills, knowledge, and confidence to effectively support children with complex needs in
the classroom, creating meaningful experiences and fostering life-long positive outcomes
for all. Taking readers on a journey from theory to practice, the book unpicks research
and introduces the SPICE model for identifying and understanding needs across five key
learning domains: Social, Physical, Intellectual, Communication, and Emotional
Development. It goes on to propose a learner-centred Connectivity Curriculum, with
attention given to the key aspects of planning, implementation and impact. Celebrating
teaching and the power of authentic relationships as a foundation for learning, the book
provides a space for readers to reflect and recharge, as well as questions throughout to
consolidate knowledge and understanding. Providing practical ideas to foster a
connected curriculum within SEND settings, or to facilitate inclusion within the mainstream
school, this book is a must-read for teachers and both new and experienced SENCOs
looking for ways to plan for and support children with complex needs.

With communication and connectivity at its heart, this practical book equips educators
with the skills, knowledge and confidence to effectively support children with complex
needs in the classroom, creating meaningful experiences and fostering life-long positive
outcomes for all.
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