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Law, Social Movements and the Politics of the Commons
Cases from the Italian South

This book reinterprets the notion of the commons by tracing how it has been mobilised in
the aftermath of economic crisis. In a period of widespread activism against the
privatisation of resources and services implemented through austerity policies, the
reconceptualisation of property as a non-absolute and non-individualistic institution has
attracted a great deal of attention. Drawing on the case of the Italian South, and in the
wake of economic crisis, this book offers a critical analysis of the struggle for the
commons. More specifically, as it details how discourses, legal tools and policies based
on disciplinary ideas of the commons are deployed in the neoliberal restructuring of
societies, the book considers how conflicting ideas of the commons express different, and
often clashing visions, of urban space. In this regard, moreover, it shows how law plays a
central, albeit ambivalent, role in the struggle for the commons: as both a governmental
technique to regulate urban space and its residents and as an emancipatory tactic to
advance non-proprietary visions of ownership. This book will be of interest to scholars in
socio-legal studies, property law, legal sociology and politics, as well as others with more
general interests in the critical potential of contemporary social movements.
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