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The Dancing Body

Labour, Livelihood and Leisure

This book, with its focus on the dancing body, is the first of its kind within the larger
context of dance in India. The Dancing Body is a body that exists, survives, inhabits and
performs in multiple space and time, by moving, laboring, migrating and straddling across
geographic, cultural and emotional borders, writing different cultural meanings at different
moments of time. In India, discourses around the body in dance have long been trapped
within hagiographic histories in and around dancers and their dance. During the last few
decades, however, significant scholarly inroads were made into the domain of dance by
shaking up the stereotypes, assertions and labels, shaped and moulded by patriarchy,
class, caste and power. This book brings together emerging discourses around dance
and the body that have become central in the Indian nation-state. Contemporary
discourses around identity politics, moral policing, politics of exclusion, and neo-liberal
dispossessions vis a vis sexual labour, means of survival, pleasure and agency of
dancers have helped frame the focus around labour, leisure and livelihood concerning
the everyday existence of the body in dance. This volume will be of great value to
students, researchers and scholars in dance, gender studies, cultural studies, and
performance studies, with a particular interest in Asian and South Asian Studies. The
chapters in this book were originally published in a special issue of South Asian History
and Culture. The chapters in this book were originally published in a special issue of
South Asian History and Culture.
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