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Chinese Islam

Models of Interaction with State and Society

This book explores the fascinating and complex histories of Islam and China. Meticulously
researched and captivating, it provides a comprehensive history of the encounters and
relationship between these two great civilizations, as well as the unique development and
indigenization of Islam within China. The work looks at the early interactions between
Arab Muslim traders and the Tang dynasty in the seventh century, shedding light on the
establishment of the first Muslim communities in China. The narrative then progresses
through subsequent dynasties, examining the ebbs and flows of Muslim influence,
integration, and indigenization. It looks at the emergence of the Hui and other Muslim
ethnic groups, who play a central role in the story of Chinese Islam. By delving into their
customs, beliefs, and distinctive practices, the authors unveil the intricate process of
indigenization, where Islam becomes deeply rooted in Chinese culture and society. One
of the unique features of this collection is the nuanced analysis of the impact of major
political events, as well as gradual social changes, on the process of adoption and
transmission of Islam in China. The authors also highlight the role of economic activities,
Chinese Islamic scholars, and key architectural landmarks in this multifaceted history.
Part of the Global Islamic Cultures series that looks at integrated and indigenized Islam,
this book will be of interest to students and researchers of religion, Islamic studies,
religious history, political Islam, cultural studies, Islamic law, and Asian studies. It will also
be useful to readers who are interested in world religions, theology, and cultures.

This book explores the fascinating and complex histories of Islam and China. Meticulously
researched and captivating, it provides a comprehensive history of the encounters and
relationship between these two great civilizations, as well as the unique development and
indigenization of Islam within China.
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