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The Philanthropy Reader

This second edition of The Philanthropy Reader features a revised collection of carefully
selected readings, sharing cutting-edge research, historically informed perspectives, and
key current issues in philanthropy today including contentious topics and influential
writings that have arisen since the first edition. Both global and interdisciplinary in its
approach, this edition builds on the book’s established reputation as an essential
resource for navigating the complex and varied dimensions of philanthropic practice. With
over 100 extracts from key texts and major thinkers, this reader accurately and
comprehensively covers a field that is growing in significance and expanding in scope.
Readers will be well-equipped for thoughtful and nuanced engagement in philanthropic
theory and practice through this book’s diverse material on core concepts, persistent
challenges, incisive critiques and counter-critiques, and major debates and contemporary
trends. In addition to the extracts curated into six sections, the editors provide both a
general overview and individual section introductions that set the scene for studying and
thinking about philanthropy, making this text invaluable for those teaching the subject.
Essential reading for students in philanthropy courses worldwide, this text will also be of
interest to reflective practitioners across the philanthropic and nonprofit sectors: donors
and grantmakers, advisers, fundraisers, and others.
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