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Surviving the Prison Place

Narratives of Suicidal Prisoners

Suicide in prison is a growing problem across the developed world. Originally published in
2001, this book sets out to enlarge understanding of the complexities of suicidal feelings
and of the part played by some inalienable features of prison life. It does this by
presenting and analysing prisoners’ accounts of their most intimate responses to the
deprivations of prison, in particular the stringent control and management of their
personal time and space. These accounts show, in more graphic form than previous
literature, the depth of suffering as well as the range of creative responses produced in
prisoners through interaction with the prison environment. Prisoners themselves have
enormous need for more humane and interactive management of the problem, and their
accounts show clearly how prisoner expertise could be utilised in profoundly significant
ways. This book will be of interest to all who research, live or work in prison, as well as to
students and practitioners in criminology, penology, criminal justice, sociology,
psychology, psychiatry and health.

Originally published in 2001, this book sets out to enlarge understanding of the
complexities of suicidal feelings and of the part played by some inalienable features of
prison life. It does this by presenting and analysing prisoners' accounts of their most
intimate responses to the deprivations of prison.
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