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Austerity is a concise, accessible overview of austerity policies, their impact on society,
and possible alternatives for more just and equitable economic policies. Drawing on a
range of global case studies, it encourages critical analysis of the core principles and
theories of austerity. Bruno De Oliveira goes beyond budget cuts and dismantling of
public services to consider austerity as a profound ideological shift that has reconfigured
modern economies and societies. Austerity offers an analysis of austerity’s theoretical
foundations, policy implications, and social consequences. Examination of critical thinkers
such as Marx, Hayek, Friedman, Maynard Keynes, Foucault, and Bourdieu helps
contextualise debates around austerity and provide a lens through which to analyse its
impacts. It illuminates the human cost of fiscal austerity, examining its impact on the
welfare system, social unrest, crime, and justice and on public health outcomes.
Illustrated by global case studies, it considers how austerity, catalysed by the 2008 global
financial crisis, has stalled economic recovery with significant implications for global social
justice. Vitally, it considers the political and media discourses that often accompany
austerity policies, examining how they demonise certain social groups, legitimise social
inequalities, and divert attention from the structural causes of inequality. Finally, it
explores alternatives to austerity, presenting policy solutions that prioritise social
investment and economic justice and showcasing examples of resistance, advocacy, and
activism. Austerity is an essential guide for students, scholars, and activists interested in
social and economic policies and their impact. It will equip them with the tools and insight
necessary to understand and challenge the impacts of austerity.
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