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Pacifism

Histories, Social Contexts, Activism

This book offers a profound and necessary re-evaluation of pacifism, positioning it not
merely as a negative stance against war, but as a comprehensive philosophical
orientation toward living and ethical engagement. Moving beyond conventional political
and historical limitations, the collection interrogates the radical intellectual and practical
potential of non-violence in the twenty-first century. The contributions explore historical
reappraisals—from reintroducing the Quaker pacifist Jonathan Dymond to considering
Tolstoy in relation to critiques of Eurocentrism. Contemporary articulations of non-
violence are examined, including anarcho-pacifism and feminist counternarratives
emerging from movements like the Arab Spring. The book expands the scope of violence
and pacifist resistance, questioning whether the ethical imperative of pacifism must
extend to include refusal of violence against animal life and the inanimate, thereby
embracing ecological and environmental justice. This collection addresses academics,
researchers, and advanced students in philosophy, political theory, peace studies, and
environmental studies. It serves as essential reading for courses on pacifist philosophy,
nonviolent resistance, and contemporary political thought, offering a revitalisation of
pacifist knowledge as a critical counterforce to aggressive politics. This book was
originally published as a special issue of Angelaki: Journal for Theoretical Humanities.
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