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John Lindley (1799-1865) was an English botanist and a leading authority on orchids. He
attended Norwich Grammar School but was unable to afford university. Lindley's passion
for botany helped him into the position of assistant in the herbarium of the naturalist and
explorer Sir Joseph Banks. He soon established himself as a botanist of considerable
talent, and was elected to the Linnean Society of London at the age of twenty-one. In
1822 he became assistant secretary to the Horticultural Society, and was elected Fellow
of the Royal Society in 1828. He was Professor of Botany at University College, London,
from 1829 to 1860. Published in 1838, Flora Medica is a systematic reference work
written to help medical students understand the botanical characteristics and therapeutic
properties of important medicinal plants from around the world. The book includes an
appendix of indigenous names of Asiatic species, and a full index.
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