Adolf / Stehr
Knowledge

Almost everything we do is based on our knowledge of the world around us: how we
dress in the morning, how we go about our work, how we interact with other people — all
these things rest on our understanding of how we know life. Knowledge might be seen as
the most central as well as the most under-researched trait of social life: we mainly think
of knowledge as either technical (scientific knowledge) or formal (as bestowed by
academic education). The things that we know are obscured in our everyday routines,
not revealing their true status as "known" — until critical moments demand it. This book
establishes a fundamentally social understanding of knowledge. Knowledge is re-
embedded into the discussion of how we, as individuals and groups, and as a modern
society produce and reproduce knowledge as the foundation of our lives. Knowledge is
approached as a societal phenomenon, as we uncover the ingredients and settings in
which knowledge is produced and put to use.
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