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Egypt, Algeria, Lebanon, Palestine

Narrating Postcolonial Arab Nations significantly enhances the interface between
postcolonial literary studies and the hitherto under-studied Arab world. Lindsey Moore
brings together canonical and less familiar Arab novels and memoirs from the last half
century to consider colonial continuities and consequences. Literary narratives are
shown to oppose repressive versions of nationalism and to track desire lines toward more
hospitable nations. The literatures discussed in this book enable a deeper historical
understanding of twenty-first century Arab uprisings and their aftermaths. The book
analyzes four rich sites of literary production: Egypt, Algeria, Lebanon, and Palestine.
Moore explores ways in which authors critique particular nation-state formations and
decolonizing histories, engage the general problematic of ‘the nation’, and redefine,
repurpose, and transcend national literary canons. Chapter One contrasts Egyptian
literary representations of popular revolt with official revolutionary discourse. Chapter
Two addresses the enduring legacy of anti-colonial violence in Algeria and the place of
Albert Camus in its literature. Chapter Three uses narratives of gender violence on the
Beirut front line to reveal the divisibility and intersectional identity politics of postcolonial
nation-states. Chapter Four emphasizes ways in which Palestinian memoirs insist upon
remembering towards a postcolonial future. The book provides detailed analysis of
literary narratives by Etel Adnan, Rabih Alameddine, Alaa al-Aswany, Rachid Boudjedra,
Albert Camus, Rashid al-Daif, Assia Djebar, Ghada Karmi, Naguib Mahfouz, Jean Said
Makdisi, Edward Said, Boualem Sansal, Raja Shehadeh, Miral al-Tahawy, and Latifa al-
Zayyat. It is an indispensable volume for students and scholars of Postcolonial, Arab, and
World literatures.
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