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Comparative Aeronomy

Andrew F. Nagy Originally published in the journal Space Science Reviews, Volume 139,
Nos 1–4. DOI: 10. 1007/s11214-008-9353-0 © Springer Science+Business Media B. V.
2008 Keywords Aeronomy The term “aeronomy” has been used widely for many
decades, but its origin has mostly been lost over the years. It was introduced by Sydney
Chapman in a Letter to the Editor, entitled “Some Thoughts on Nomenclature”, in Nature
in 1946 (Chapman 1946). In that letter he suggested that aeronomy should replace
meteorology, writing that the word “meteor is now irrelevant and misleading”. This
proposal was apparently not received with much support so in a short note in Weather in
1953 Chapman (1953)wrote: “If, despite its obvious convenience of brevity in itself and its
derivatives, it does not commend itself to aeronomers, I think there is a case for
modifying my proposal so that instead of the word being used to signify the study of the
atmosphere in general, it should be adopted with the restricted sense of the science of
the upper atmosphere, for which there is no convenient short word. ” In a chapter, he
wrote in a 1960 book (Chapman 1960), he give his nal and de nitive de nition, by stating
that “Aeronomy is the science of the upper region of the atmosphere, where dissociation
and ionization are important”. The Workshop on “Comparative Aeronomy” was held at
ISSI during the week of June 25–29, 2007.
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