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Difficult Decisions in Thoracic Surgery
An Evidence-Based Approach

The complexity of decision making in thoracic surgery is growing exponentially. As new
technology is introduced, physicians from nonsurgical specialties offer alternative and
competing therapies for what was once the exclusive province of the thoracic surgeon. In
addition, there is increasing knowledge regarding the efficacy of traditional thoracic
surgical therapies. How to select among these varied and complex approaches is
becoming increasingly difficult. The first two editions of this book have found wide
acceptance among practicing surgeons, trainees, and educators. Chapters from them
are regularly cited by the Thoracic Surgery Directors Association as valuable resources
for their weekly curriculum exercises. As in the first two editions, chapters adhere to a
specific format (updated for the third edition). This approach provides uniformity to the
presentations, making it possible to identify useful material at a glance.

The third edition of Difficult Decisions in Thoracic Surgery: An Evidence-Based
Approach, devotes itself to looking at questions and decisions in general thoracic surgery
that are difficult or controversial. Focused topics are explored, and readers will find pithy
analyses and recommendations which are carefully given in accordance with the level of
supporting evidence available. Written by recognized experts in the field, Difficult
Decisions in Thoracic Surgery: An Evidence-Based Approach 3rd edition is a timely
reference source for practicing surgeons, surgeons in training, and educators that
describes the recommended ideal approach, rather than customary care, in selected
clinical situations.
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