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This book relates the experience of researching, planning, and conducting a scientific
study into intercessory prayer (prayer for others). The purpose of the study was to
ascertain whether the impact of prayer could be measured in a formal study, based on
the large number of anecdotal reports of efficacy. The study was a prospectively
randomized double-blind trial that added prayer by an established Christian prayer group
to conventional therapy for cancer. The unique design feature was that the primary
endpoint was a change in a validated scale of spiritual well-being. The patients were
informed that they were participating in a study about spiritual well-being and quality of
life but remained blinded to the intervention. The initial observation from the baseline
data was that spiritual well-being made a unique contribution to quality of life. The final
outcome of the study was that there was a statistically significant difference in spiritual
well-being favoring the prayer group. The background includes a fascinating review of
the medical literature on the topic, which contains positive and negative studies that each
attracts a vigorous debate about methodology, endpoints, and whether metaphysical
phenomena can or should be studied using scientific methodology. The complementary
and alternative medicine literature is also equivocal as to whether prayer, arguably the
most common complementary medical therapy, should be included in the range of
interventions grouped under that heading. In addition to reporting the background and
results of the study, the book explores the reactions of a range of individuals to the trial,
all of which help reflect on the nature of prayer.

This book relates the experience of researching, planning, and conducting a scientific
study into intercessory prayer (prayer for others). The purpose of the study was to
ascertain whether the impact of prayer could be measured in a formal study, based on
the large number of anecdotal reports of efficacy. The study was a prospectively
randomized double-blind trial that added prayer by an established Christian prayer group
to conventional therapy for cancer. The unique design feature was that the primary
endpoint was a change in a validated scale of spiritual well-being. The patients were
informed that they were participating in a study about spiritual well-being and quality of
life but remained blinded to the intervention. The initial observation from the baseline
data was that spiritual well-being made a unique contribution to quality of life. The final
outcome of the study was that there was a statistically significant difference in spiritual
well-being favoring the prayer group. Thebackground includes a fascinating review of the
medical literature on the topic, which contains positive and negative studies that each
attracts a vigorous debate about methodology, endpoints, and whether metaphysical
phenomena can or should be studied using scientific methodology. The complementary
and alternative medicine literature is also equivocal as to whether prayer, arguably the
most common complementary medical therapy, should be included in the range of
interventions grouped under that heading. In addition to reporting the background and
results of the study, the book explores the reactions of a range of individuals to the trial,
all of which help reflect on the nature of prayer.

} fan N. Olver

Investigatih;
Prayer

Impact on Health and Quality of Life

106,99 €
99,99 € (zzgl. MwSt.)

Lieferfrist: bis zu 10 Tage

Artikelnummer: 9781461445708
Medium: Buch

ISBN: 978-1-4614-4570-8
Verlag: Springer
Erscheinungstermin: 11.10.2012
Sprache(n): Englisch

Auflage: 2013

Produktform: Gebunden
Gewicht: 412 g

Seiten: 150

Format (B x H): 160 x 241 mm

zss fachmedien.de

©®®°® WISSEN. EINFACH. FINDEN.

Kundenservice Verlag Dr. Otto Schmidt KG

Neumannstraf3e 10, 40235 Duisseldorf | kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de | 0221-93738-997 (Inland)

11.09.2026 | 22:06 Uhr



mailto:kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de

