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Biomass Utilization

This proceedings volume represents the culmination of nearly three years of planning,
organizing and carrying out of a NATO Ad vanced Study Institute on Biomass Utilization.
The effort was initi ated by Dr. Harry Sobel, then Editor of Biosources Digest, and a
steering committee representing the many disciplines that this field brings together.
When the fiscal and logistical details of the original plan could not be worked out, the
idea was temporarily suspended. In the spring of 1982, the Renewable Materials Institute
of the State University of New York at the College of Environmental Science and Forestry
in Syracuse, New York revived the plan. A number of modifications had to be made,
including the venue which was changed from the U.S.A. to Portugal. Additional funding
beyond the basic support provided by the Scientific Affairs Division of NATO had to be
obtained. Ul timately there were supplementary grants from the Foundation for
Microbiology and the Anne S. Richardson Fund to assist student participants. The New
York State College of Forestry Foundation, Inc. provided major support through the
Renewable Ma terials Institute. The ASI was held in Alcabideche, Portugal from
September 26 to October 9, 1982. Eighty participants including fifteen principal lecturers
were assembled at the Hotel Sintra Estoril for the program that was organized as a
comprehensive course on biomass utilization. The main lectures were supplemented by
relevant short papers offered by the participants.
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