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Retcon Game

Retroactive Continuity and the Hyperlinking of America

The superhero Wolverine time travels and changes storylines. On Torchwood, there's a
pill popped to alter memories of the past. The narrative technique of retroactive
continuity seems rife lately, given all the world-building in comics. Andrew J. Friedenthal
deems retroactive continuity, or ""retconning,"" as a force with many implications for how
Americans view history and culture. Friedenthal examines this phenomenon in a range of
media, from its beginnings in comic books and now its widespread shift into television,
film, and digital media. Retconning has reached its present form as a result of the
complicated workings of superhero comics. In comic books and other narratives,
retconning often seems utilized to literally rewrite some aspect of a character's past,
either to keep that character more contemporary, to erase stories from continuity that no
longer fit, or to create future story potential. From comics, retconning has spread
extensively, to long-form, continuity-rich dramas on television, such as Buffy the Vampire
Slayer, Lost, and beyond. Friedenthal explains that in a culture saturated by editable
media, where interest groups argue over Wikipedia pages and politicians can
immediately delete questionable tweets, the retcon serves as a perfect metaphor for the
ways in which history, and our access to information overall, has become endlessly
malleable. In the first book to focus on this subject, Friedenthal regards the editable
Internet hyperlink, rather than the stable printed footnote, as the de facto source of
information in America today. To embrace retroactive continuity in fictional media means
accepting that the past itself is not a stable element, but rather something constantly in
contentious flux. Due to retconning's ubiquity within our media, we have grown familiar
with narratives as inherently unstable, a realization that deeply affects how we
understand the world.

The superhero Wolverine time travels and changes storylines. On Torchwood, there's a
pill popped to alter memories of the past. The narrative technique of retroactive
continuity seems rife lately, given all the world-building in comics. Andrew J. Friedenthal
deems retroactive continuity, or "retconning," as a force with many implications for how
Americans view history and culture. Friedenthal examines this phenomenon in a range of
media, from its beginnings in comic books and now its widespread shift into television,
film, and digital media. Retconning has reached its present form as a result of the
complicated workings of superhero comics. In comic books and other narratives,
retconning often seems utilized to literally rewrite some aspect of a character's past,
either to keep that character more contemporary, to erase stories from continuity that no
longer fit, or to create future story potential. From comics, retconning has spread
extensively, to long-form, continuity-rich dramas on television, such as Buffy the Vampire
Slayer, Lost, and beyond. Friedenthal explains that in a culture saturated by editable
media, where interest groups argue over Wikipedia pages and politicians can
immediately delete questionable tweets, the retcon serves as a perfect metaphor for the
ways in which history, and our access to information overall, has become endlessly
malleable. In the first book to focus on this subject, Friedenthal regards the editable
Internet hyperlink, rather than the stable printed footnote, as the de facto source of
information in America today. To embrace retroactive continuity in fictional media means
accepting that the past itself is not a stable element, but rather something constantly in
contentious flux. Due to retconning's ubiquity within our media, we have grown familiar
with narratives as inherently unstable, a realization that deeply affects how we
understand the world.

ANDREW J. FRIEDENTHAL

43,30 €
43,30 € (zzgl. MwSt.)

Lieferfrist: bis zu 10 Tage

Artikelnummer: 9781496834553
Medium: Buch

ISBN: 978-1-4968-3455-3

Verlag: University Press of Mississippi
Erscheinungstermin: 12.06.2021
Sprache(n): Englisch

Auflage: Erscheinungsjahr 2021
Produktform: Kartoniert
Gewicht: 290 g

Seiten: 192

Format (B x H): 152 x 229 mm

:e5% fachmedien.de

©9®®°® WISSEN. EINFACH. FINDEN.

Kundenservice Verlag Dr. Otto Schmidt KG

Neumannstraf3e 10, 40235 Duisseldorf | kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de | 0221-93738-997 (Inland)

13.09.2026 | 15:49 Uhr



mailto:kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de

