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The Concept of Legal Personhood
What the Mind Reveals About Law

What does it take for someone-or something-to count as a legal person? Is it a matter of
biology, ideology, or both? This book explores how societies determine who or what
qualifies as a legal person, from individual humans to corporations, from nation-states to
environmental entities. The author argues that legal personhood is not grounded in fixed,
mind-independent properties or logical entailments. Instead, it develops from how
humans experience their physical and cultural worlds through embodied cognition.
Mapping these experiences onto seemingly discrete (legal) concepts yields a
categorisation process that is creative yet patterned by culturally entrenched models and
institutional aims. The book introduces the "radial conception," which posits that legal
personhood is a flexible, context-dependent category centred around a core case. The
core case - often, in many legal systems, the adult citizen of sound mind - is a mental
model that helps define the category and influences how we think about it. This makes
the most typical features of a category the default ones we think of when encountering it.
As new situations arise or social needs evolve, legal personhood expands outward from
the core case to include a diverse range of entities. However, this expansion does not
follow rigid rules; rather, it relies on conceptual mappings that derive much of their
persuasive power from cognitive tools like metaphors, metonymies, and image schemas.
Of interest to students engaged in legal philosophy, academics exploring the interplay
between cognitive science and law, practitioners aiming to deepen their knowledge of
legal personhood, or anyone intrigued by the merging of legal concepts and
psychological insights, this book charts new territory in understanding law's persons.
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