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The University of Alberta Library

Although its mission and centrality to teaching and research remain fundamentally
unchanged, the University of Alberta Library of today bears scant resemblance to its
earliest incarnations. During its first century, it weathered frequent moves and much
adversity, and witnessed many changes within the University and the world at large, as it
gradually evolved into one of North America's largest academic research libraries. But
throughout those 100 years, the commitment and dedication of its staff to service,
innovation, and occasionally improvisation, have remained constant. This Centenary
publication from The University of Alberta Library will enlighten fellow librarians,
institutional historians, and friends of The University of Alberta.

One of the distinct pleasures of my role as Provost and Vice-President (Academic) of the
University of Alberta is the oversight and nurturing of our University Library. | value the
opportunity it affords me of working closely with Ernie Ingles, our Vice-Provost and Chief
Librarian, and his excellent staff. The Library touches the lives and work of students and
faculty in ways that are unique and indispensible; it is central to the University's teaching
and research enterprise. During its first century, the Library served well the needs and
increasing demands of generations past, and grew to its present position as one of North
America's preeminent academic research libraries. Continuing to build upon its strength
in services and collection resources, both printed and electronic, the Library enters upon
its second century with the leadership and determination required to maintain its
preeminence, and further enhance its reputation as both a physical and virtual library of
destination for scholars and students everywhere. Dr Carl G. Amrhein Provost & Vice-
President (Academic) University of Alberta
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