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If you're familiar with Unix administration, TCP/IP networking, and other common Unix
servers, and you want to learn how to deploy Samba, this book is ideal for you. With this
book as a guide, you can quickly configure a basic Samba server and then move on to
learn about Samba's more exotic features, including those new to Samba 3.0. The topics
in this book are approached from both an experienced Unix user and an administrator's
point of view, to help you optimize Samba.

Samba is an efficient file and print server that enables you to get the most out of your
computer hardware. In Samba 3.0, many important features have been added,
particularly in the realm of domain administration and membership, such as improved
support for membership in Windows 200x domains and a wider array of authentication
options. Samba also boasts several advanced features with which you can perform very
complex tasks. For instance, Samba can control an NT domain, burn CD-Rs with drag-
and-drop operations from the client, and function as part of a network backup system.

The Samba dance after which the server is named is known for its liveliness, and the
server is similarly energetic and dynamic. So join in—you may make a misstep or two, but
this book will help you avoid making too many, and you'll soon be doing the (TCP/IP)
Samba along with the best!

"The Definitive Guide to Samba 3" is a thorough tutorial and reference to Samba 3.0, the
forthcoming revision of the networking and client/server software package that allows
non-Windows machines (such as Unix, Linux, FreeBSD, MacOS X, and Solaris) to
seamlessly interoperate and reciprocally share resources such as files, printers, and
data services with Microsoft Windows. This book describes how to configure a maintain a
network of heterogeneous machines, all interconnected with Samba.
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